Georgia Government Unit 2018 - Study Guide 
Foundations of GA’s Government:
1. What are the voting requirements in Georgia? _________________________                                                      __________________________         _________________________
2. What are some civic responsibilities that GA citizens have toward the government? ______________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What is the main purpose of the Georgia State Constitution? ________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. What principals in the U.S. and GA constitutions divide authority among 3 branches of government? ________  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
5. What are the three branches of government and their purposes as outlined in the U.S. and GA Constitution? _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. What types of services does the state of GA provide for citizens? What is the largest percentage of state revenue spent on?  ________________________________________________________________________________         _________________________________________________________________________________________  
7. Name 5 of the rights that citizens have in GA? ___________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
8. True or False? GA’s constitution requires a balanced budget (balanced revenues & expenses).
GA’s Legislative Branch:
1. What qualifications are the same and different to be a member of the Georgia Senate or House of Representatives? ___________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. What is the Georgia General Assembly? ________________________________________________________ 
3. What role does the Lieutenant Governor play in the General Assembly? _______________________________
4. Approval of a bill requires how many votes?       _______    ______           of the total membership of that house (Senate or House of Representatives)
5. What are the steps for a bill to become a law in the state of Georgia? __________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________   
6. What are the governor’s three choice of action when he receives a bill that has been passed by both the Senate and House of Representatives? ____________________________________________________________________
7. What happens when a bill passed by the legislature is not vetoed or signed by the governor, what happens? ____ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
8. What has to happen if the governor vetoes a bill from the General Assembly for it to still become a law? ______ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9. What happens to most bills? ___________________________________________________________________ 
10. How long is a regular session of the Georgia General Assembly? __________________
GA’s Executive Branch:
1. What are the qualifications for both the Governor and the Lieutenant Governor?  _______________________  ___________________________    _______________________________
2. Who would take over for the Governor if he died or was impeached? __________________________________ 
3. How can a two-term governor run for reelection? __________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Who in the Executive branch has no limits on terms? _______________________________________________
5. What are some of the formal and informal powers of the Governor? ___________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. What are some of the elected officials of the executive branch? _______________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
GA’s Judicial Branch:
9. What is the difference between Criminal and Civil cases? ___________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10. If you file a lawsuit to sue someone for refusing to pay for your mailbox after they accidentally knocked it down with a car, would it be a civil or criminal case? ____________________________________________________ 
11. Define “probable cause” – _____________________________________________________________________ 
12. What are the steps in the adult criminal justice process? _____________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
13. True or False? For a criminal conviction, evidence must prove a defendant’s guilt “beyond a reasonable doubt”.
14. In criminal law, what is the difference between a felony and a misdemeanor? ____________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
15. Why would a defendant agree to a “plea bargain”? _________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
16. Define juvenile – ____________________________________________________________________________
17. What is the difference between unruly behaviors and delinquent behaviors for juveniles under GA law? _______ __________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
18. What must officers promptly inform juveniles of when taken into custody? ______________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________
19. What step occurs FIRST when a juvenile is taken into custody? _______________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
20. What type of acts can result in a juvenile facing charges as an adult in Superior Court? ____________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
GA’s Local Governments:
1. Local government includes cities and counties. Define municipality – _________________________________ 
2. True or False? With 159 counties, GA has the second most of any state in the U.S.
3. Local government is funded mostly by taxes that include sales tax, income tax, excise tax or property tax. Which of these are paid by homeowners? _____________________________________________________________ 
4. What is the main difference between general-purpose and special-purpose governments in Georgia? _________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]What type of government would a school district, the port authority or MARTA fall under? ________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
