	Reconstruction Unit Study Guide – 8th Grade GA Studies
Important Dates:  Civil War 1861-1865
                             Reconstruction 1865-1877
There were 3 different Reconstruction Plans after the Civil War:

Lincoln’s Plan: According to President Lincoln’s Reconstruction plan, high-ranking civil and former Confederate military leaders would be pardoned after taking an oath of allegiance to the U.S. This plan offered that when 10% of a state’s citizens that were eligible to vote had sworn an oath of allegiance to the U.S., and after that state has abolished slavery, it would be readmitted to the Union. (Lincoln’s Reconstruction plan was never enacted because the plan did not become effective before Lincoln was assassinated in 1865.)
Johnson’s Plan: President Johnson’s plan was based on Lincoln’s plan. It allowed the Southern states readmission into the Union if 10% of the population swore an oath of allegiance to the United States. States were also required to ratify (pass) the 13th amendment, which officially ended slavery in the United States.
Congressional Plan: Southern states were required to pass the 14th Amendment in order to be readmitted into the Union.
      13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution legally abolished slavery in the U.S.
      14th Amendment gave citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in the U.S. which included former slaves. States were to give all citizens equal protection under the law, regardless of their race or religion.
      15th Amendment gave U.S. citizens of all races the right to vote.
Sharecroppers were mostly former slaves who lived on their former master’s plantations and worked farming under contracts to pay large percentages of their crops plus other fees. Most stayed in debt to their former owners. Tenant farmers differed from sharecroppers in that tenant farmers might own some of their tools, animals or equipment and were more likely to make a small profit. Both sharecroppers and tenant farmers (former slaves) were needed to work for landowners as the South was still dependent upon agriculture for their economy.
In the late 1800’s the U.S. Congress created an organization called the Freedman’s Bureau to help former slaves adjust to their newly gained freedom with food, shelter, education, etc.

In 1865, the Ku Klux Klan was created to intimidate and prevent former slaves and Republicans from gaining political power in the South. Their main goal was to return control of the southern states’ governments to the Democrats. Because of KKK terrorism in Georgia against freedmen (former slaves), the U.S. government passed federal legislation called The Georgia Act of 1869 which returned Georgia to military control.

The Black Codes were rules or laws created after the Civil War by many southern cities and states that restricted the new freedoms of many, or most, former slaves and kept them in a condition close to slavery. Black Codes allowed the imprisonment of unemployed blacks. The passage of Black Codes to restrict the civil rights of freedmen in Georgia led the U.S. Congress to argue that Georgia was NOT “adequately reconstructed” in 1866. 

Northern Senators, especially those called Radical Republicans, favored harsh punishments for the South. Radical Republicans were appalled at the Black Codes being created in the South. Radical Republicans thought the newly freed slaves should be given rights and even proposed giving them land. Why might Democrats have opposed these ideas?
Many African American or Black Legislators were elected to the Georgia General Assembly in 1867. However, within days, they were expelled from the legislature. Many of the Democratic legislators argued that they were not entitled to hold office under Georgia’s Constitution for various reasons. There were not enough Republican legislators to vote down their removal. The effect - in the eyes of the U. S. Congress, Georgia remained unreconstructed and was not yet granted legal return to the United States. In 1869, federal troops returned to Georgia. They removed the ex-Confederates from the GA Assembly and replaced them with Republicans. They also reinstated the expelled Black legislators, creating a heavy Republican majority, which ratified the 15th Amendment. In July, 1870, Georgia was readmitted to the Union.
Consider how different aspects of Reconstruction might be considered a success or a failure:

· What positive steps were made for the former slaves?
· How was their new freedom limited?

· What challenges did they face?

· What parts of the Reconstruction plans benefited the conquered citizens of the Confederacy?

· Were the former Confederate citizens punished for their rebellion?

· After the Civil War ended, did all the citizens and politicians in the North agree with President Lincoln that the U.S. should reunite “with malice toward none” so it could heal quickly?


	


